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The Rhetorical Strategies in the Commencement Speech
Introduction

The use of appropriate rhetoric’s in any piece of literature determines the success or the failure of that work. It is paramount to use several strategies to reach the target audience and pass the right message as well. Most public speakers tend to use rhetoric to try and persuade the audience. In essence, the some public speakers often utilize rhetoric strategies to emphasize a point, keep the audience thinking or raise their curiosity. The purpose of this analytical paper is to critically analyses whether the speaker uses rhetorical strategies to persuade the intended audience. 

Opening Statement 

The speaker’s opens with a captivating yet unique statement of “this is weird”, a strategy used to capture all the audience’s attention (Shonda). Such an opening statement initiate’s audience sense of curiosity without a clear stand on whether it’s the speech that is weird or the act of giving the speech. Rhymes then answers this question by letting her audiences know that it is unlike her to give speeches. The speaker’s revelation that it is unlike him to give speeches, is however discouraging to the audience.  The speaker’s assurance that neither of the manifestations of would take place, gives the audience a sigh and some confidence in the speaker. The listeners are however left curiously unsatisfied with reasons behind the speaker’s remark. This strategy of playing with the audience's emotions is both minds blowing and entrancing.  


Flashback

Flashback is another excellent tool that the speaker unveils to flavor this speech. Rhimes takes the audience back to twenty-three years where he describes to be in the same exact place as those listening. “Twenty-three years ago, I was sitting right where you are now” The audience is able to imagine how the speaker looked then. The flashback allows the audience relate with the speaker’s 20 years’ experience (Shonda). 
Comparison and Contrast
Besides flashback and a captivating opening stamen, the speaker employs comparison to convey important information. The speaker compares the speech he/she is giving to the one that Elizabeth Dole gave on the speaker’s graduation day. By highlighting the differences, the speaker helps the audience to appreciate the changes that have been occurring with time. The description of Dole’s speech also spices the speech. The audience would imagine they were listening to Dole give the speech. Another useful technique is the use of Contrasts as a figure of speech. “Unlike twenty years ago, today, social media is so vibrant and an important tool of communication” (Shonda) . It spreads information far and wide. In addition, the contribution of social media in people live forms a basic but a fundamental process of communication.  For instance, the speaker fears of criticism especially now that he does not like to give speeches.  This fact helps the audience feel really involved as the social media aspect is an important figure in their lives including its role in society.


Choosing to do what one fears can be an encouraging and convincing. The audience is convinced that if the speaker is giving a speech, something he does not like doing, then anyone can overcome their fears. The speaker negates her own statement of fearing to deliver a speech because of the likelihood that audience will discourage her by criticizing her speech. 
Rhetoric Questions

Using questions during the speech also engages the audience. When asked by the speaker such questions, captures the audience mind in a significant way. ‘But I'm here. I am going to do it. I'm doing it. You know why?”  (Shonda). Asking questions eliminates boredom and keep the audience involved in the speech.

Repetition

The use of repetition also heightens curiosity and the magnitude of the speech. In this speech, repetition shows emphasis.  This kind of repetition creates a rhythm that keep the speaker keeps using the same phrases on different occasions. The audience mind is therefore engaged on hearing the same phrase over and over again. The speakers continuously repeat and compare the experiences of the past 20 years to easily convince her audience. The speaker also emphasize on the importance of that day by repeating the word “Day”. This day ... you call it your graduation day. But this day is not about you. This is their day. This is the day they take back their lives; this is the day they earn their freedom” (Shonda)
Humor and affection 
Humorous remarks form a major part of the speech. . The speaker reminds the audience that he/ has already pooped severally and thus eliminating boredom by having the audience laugh over it and perhaps try to figure out the moments during the speech when the speaker could have probably pooped. Humor creates a calm environment amidst serious issues. 

The speaker has also been careful when address all the audience. At some point, he addresses the president, the graduands and the parents. This tactic ensures all the audiences are part of the conversation (Shonda). The audience is also able to follow through the speech. While the speaker is addressing the parents, the graduands will be keen to know what their parents know that they do not know.  It is very impressive when the speaker shifts his/her attention. She addresses the students but lets them know at some point that whatever she/he would say next is meant for their parents. The same way she reminds the parents, that as much as she is addressing them, the day is for the graduands. This shifting of attention creates a good transition as the target audiences are able to pick what is purposely theirs.
Long Introductions

Although a pause before a speaker can engage the audience can be an exemplary attention gabber, taking too long on the introductions before delving into the actual speech is not encouraging. By the time the real speech is put across, the audience will have heard enough and will be pondering on what they heard at the start. This getting used reduces concentration as the audience will be bored. The main content of the speech should come a little in the early stages of the speech to ensure the audience takes home what they should.


As a speaker, commenting one’s own statement is really interesting. The speaker proves confidence and surety in what he/she has just said. It also awakens the audience curiosity as the audience will be left thinking about how and why that particular thing is good or bad according to the speaker's comment.  Consideration of the target audience is also very relevant. The speaker gives attention to the graduands and keeps encouraging and challenging them at the same time. This is encouraging as the audience by the end of the speech, is convinced that there are challenges in the life that awaits them and the same time there are various means of overcoming these challenges.

Conclusion

Just like any other public speech, the commencement speech is rich in literature. It is rich in figurative language such as humor, questions, flashbacks and entertaining introductions.  This commencement speech richly uses language such rhetoric strategies to motivate the graduands.  The speaker also uses both a life experience, a piece of advice, encouragement and lessons that keeps his listener attentive and motivated. 
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